Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / June 13

Thank you very much.

Senator Trent Lott

Q. What do you think of Trent Lott taking
over?

President Clinton. Congratulations to
him.

NoTe: The President’s 123d news conference
began at 4:05 p.m. in Room 450 of the Old Execu-
tive Office Building. The President met with
President Romano Prodi in his capacity as Presi-
dent of the European Council and President
Jacques Santer of the European Commission. In
his remarks, he referred to Bosnia Serb leaders
Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Mladic. STET is an
acronym for the Societa Finanziaria Telefonica,
S.p.A., an Italian telephone company.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
National Endowment for the Arts

June 12, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:

It is my pleasure to transmit herewith the
Annual Report of the National Endowment
for the Arts for the fiscal year 1995.

On September 29, 1995, at the close of
the fiscal year, the Arts Endowment cele-
brated its 30th anniversary. A young man or
woman born at the same time as this Federal
agency'’s establishment has enjoyed access to
the arts and culture unparalleled in the his-
tory of the country. The National Endow-
ment for the Arts has helped bring tens of
thousands of artists into schools, teaching
tens of millions of students about the power
of the creative imagination. This small Fed-
eral agency has helped launch a national cul-
tural network that has grown in size and qual-
ity these past 30 years.

This Annual Report is another chapter in
a great success story. In these pages, you will
find projects that bring the arts to people
in every State and in thousands of commu-
nities from Putney, Vermont, to Mammoth
Lakes, California. The difference art makes
in our lives is profound; we see more clearly,
listen more intently, and respond to our fel-
low man with deeper understanding and em-
pathy.

In these challenging times, when some
question the value of public support for the
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arts, we should reflect upon our obligation
to the common good. The arts are not a lux-
ury, but a vital part of our national character
and our individual human spirit. The poet
Langston Hughes said, “Bring me all of your
dreams, you dreamers. Bring me all of your
heart melodies. . .” For 30 years, the Arts
Endowment has helped keep those dreams
alive for our artists and our audiences. May
it long continue to do so.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 12, 1996.

Statement on the Court Decision on
the Communications Decency Act
June 12, 1996

The Justice Department is reviewing to-
day’s three judge panel court decision on the
Communications Decency Act. The opinion
just came down today, and the statute says
we have 20 days to make an appeal.

I remain convinced, as | was when | signed
the bill, that our Constitution allows us to
help parents by enforcing this act to prevent
children from being exposed to objectionable
material transmitted through computer net-
works. I will continue to do everything | can
in my administration to give families every
available tool to protect their children from
these materials. For example, we vigorously
support the development and widespread
availability of products that allow both par-
ents and schools to block objectionable mate-
rials from reaching computers that children
use. And we also support the industry’s accel-
erating efforts to rate Internet sites so that
they are compatible with these blocking tech-
nigques.

Remarks Welcoming President Mary
Robinson of Ireland at Fort Myer,
Virginia

June 13, 1996

President Robinson, Mr. Robinson, mem-
bers of the Irish delegation. On behalf of the
American people, let me begin by saying to
President Robinson, Ceade Mile Failte, a
hundred thousand welcomes.
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It is a pleasure for me to return the tre-
mendous hospitality that greeted Hillary and
me and our American delegation on our visit
to Ireland last fall. It is difficult to imagine
being better received anywhere in the world
than 1 was on Dublin’s Green. It was a day
that | will never forget. And | hope that
President Robinson and the Irish delegation
will feel just as welcome here in America
today.

Since its first appearance in the annals of
world history, Ireland has been a light unto
nations. When darkness shrouded Europe
1,500 years ago, the learning of the Irish
pierced the gloom. And Irish wisdom has
continued to illuminate Western thought
throughout the ages, from St. Patrick to Swift
to Yeats to Heaney.

In recent centuries, Ireland has sent the
most brilliant gift of all to the world, the gift
of its children. No nation has gained more
than ours from the energy and determination
these immigrants have carried with them
when they departed Ireland’s shores. Today,
one of every six Americans claims Irish herit-
age. And even the awareness our Nation
owes to the unwavering spirit of the Irish has
brought to our country more than we can
ever calculate.

President Robinson, you have spoken so
eloquently about the extended Irish family
abroad and of an lIrishness that transcends
territory. It gives us all great joy that today
this Irish family is one.

In our time, Ireland’s beacon shines as
brightly as ever and, as in the beginning, it
shines to the highest values of civilization.
Ireland’s devotion to building peace has
made a small nation a great example for all
the world. In its steadfast search for a just
settlement in the North, Ireland has spared
no effort and never faltered before taking a
risk for peace.

The road to peace is almost never straight,
and we’ve all felt the setbacks along the way.
But just as Ireland has responded to the
voices of hope in the North, so has America.
Today | reaffirm my pledge to the people
of Ireland: We will do all we can to help
to realize the bright future of peace that is
the birthright of every child of Ireland, North
and South.
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As they do at home, the Irish stand for
peace in many distant lands. Every single day
for almost four decades, Irish troops have
been stationed abroad to preserve the peace
in such places as the Congo and Somalia. At
this moment they serve in nine different
peacekeeping missions. And in Bosnia, mem-
bers of the Irish Garda are training police
so that that nation can rebuild itself and, by
itself, maintain its peace growing now within
the borders.

The United States and Ireland are bound
by ties of kinship and friendship, commerce
and culture. Above all, we share the bonds
of belief, the determination to see peace take
root and freedom prevail all around the
world. Today we celebrate these ties. We re-
solve to strengthen them and to work to-
gether to see our common hopes realized and
the lives of our citizens improved.

This is a happy day for America because
in the hearts of so many Americans we have
a special place for Ireland, and because we
know that when we work with Ireland, we
can make the world a better place.

President Robinson, welcome to the Unit-
ed States.

NoTe: The President spoke at 10:28 a.m. at
Summerall Field. In his remarks, he referred to
President Robinson’s husband, Nicholas Robin-
son.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Robinson

June 13, 1996

President Clinton. Let me begin by say-
ing how delighted I am to welcome President
Robinson to the United States, along with
the delegation from the Irish Government.
The United States is very proud to have been
a partner with Ireland in so many ways. We
appreciate the work that they have done for
peace in Northern Ireland and for peace
around the world. And I look forward to this
discussion today and our continued common
efforts.

Northern Ireland Peace Process

Q. Mr. President, are you concerned about
the rocky start the peace talks have gotten



